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“A BLESSING AND A CURSE...” (v, 26) .
{ 3¢ _you see that life's trials, tragedies and diffigiities actually

1 The Almighty did nat want the soul to eat “bread of shame,”

(i.e. sustenance given gratuitoushy, without having been
earned by the recipient); He therefore made it possible for man to
serve Him in a meaningful way with. toil of body and soul.
Through our endeavors in avoda {service of God] we are Divinei\;
senabled to earn all manner of goodness....

The difficulties, trials, and tests of life are themselves the meang

by whICL we are to aftain our ulfimate chiective—that the saul
achieve the fofty spiritual level it once possessed before it
descended into the body: “The soul that you have given me is
{pura” (Text of Momiag Prayen. The purpose of fife is for the soul 1o
regain that level of original “purity” and even transcend ii—for
one hour of teshuvah [repentance] and good deeds in this world
is worth mare than all the lifetime of the spiritua! World to Come.

EWI' raison d'etre; they are part of the
EW nd & /i abling us, finite mortals, to
re. € highest feﬁmmm
onfy be_earned by meaningiul “Tabor” and effort. 1t follows that
one must NGl ANGW tha HPREUES T ' Tials tor even one's
failure from time to time) to overcome the double joy of being
God’s children and of having received His promise, “Your peapie

are aff rightecus” dsaizh 50.21:,
{Excerpt from a letter written by the Rebbe)
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SeT RN - And vou xhud eat before the Lord,
e Lord an God The animalistic behavior of eating,

S b -}
upon which mans life depends. has been refined by the halachah and pansformed into a reli-
gious ritual and an elev ated moral acL A commandrr-.m of thls SOTE cannot be unamstood by

Greek moral philosophy. The beast eats; man thinks and cognizes the splmuai

the general and

&ﬂhf.‘ ideal. The intellect comes close to God. but the stomach does not. And| vou shall ear before

the Lovd, vour God—can there be two more extreme opposites than these? But itis nev ertheless

50! The haluchah gave priority 1o eating in the presence of God over prayer. Eating portions of
sacrificed animals, eating the paschal Jamb. eating the second tithe and oiher offerings of lesser
sanctity, eating matzah on Pesach. eating of the special sacrifices on the three pilgrimage flesti-
\vals—-all these are nositive commandments that are counted among the 613 commandmems

7 according o all opinions, whereas praver is among the 613 only as counted in Mammonides’
system. The joy of the festivals depends on cating sacrificial meatwhen the Temple exists. and
outside the Temple (or when it no longer exists) eating ordinary meat and drinking wine. This

jov is the jov of man in the presence of his Creator. The purpose o { eating the sacrifices is the
scnhancemem of ones awe of God,; You shall eur. . 5o that vou mav leern to revere the Lovd vour God
forever. Joy is maintained through eating.

The act of eating does not represent some mysterious svmbolic form of worship: it is 1
ordinary eating that man enjoys and with which he satisfies his hunger. On the contrary. if
one eats when he is not hungry, so that he is disgusted by the act of eating. it 115 doubtiul that

Y he has fulfilled the associated commandmem The helachah obligates man 1o eal thatzah with
appetite, to eat the sacrificial meat roasted in the manner of royalty. An animal function can
be raised 1o the level of original. perfected divine worship. Wine. the symbol of licentiousness
and drunkenness, of the frenzied worship of Bacchus. is transformed into the cup over which
biessings are recited and the libations for the altar upon which man chants songs of praise for
his Creator—there is even a rule that one does not chant songs of praise for God except with
wine {Beruchos 33a)—and sanctifies evervihing in the world with a divine holiness. tFrom There
Shall You Seek. pp. 111-112
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